
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Mount Waddington Transit/Volunteer 
Transportation Network (VTN) 

COVID19 Service Impacts:  Applicable current 
COVID protocols will remain in place for MWT 
and VTN to allow for continued safe service. 
Please cooperate with drivers to ensure service 
continues.  Thanks to Len, Lee and other 

volunteers, the VTN Service is available to Woss residents who 
may have mobility issues.  More volunteers are always welcome. 
Call 250-956-3151 for further information.  
 

WOSS RECREATION 
In 2021, the Regional District will operate Woss recreation 
facilities in consultation with the Woss Residents Association. 
Currently, most Woss recreation facilities are limited due to the 
necessity of physical distancing. This includes any team sports as 
well as social events. A decision about the potential opening of 
the Woss pool will be made prior to June 1st. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

   Rural Tourism Action Grant – Now Accepting Applications! 
   The Regional District is now accepting applications for the 2021    
   Rural Tourism Action Grant. Community groups and organizations   
   can apply for up to $2,500. in funding to support projects including  
   trail head signage, festival and events promotion, and community  
   tourism initiatives.  Application deadline is September 30th, 2021.   
   For grant guidelines and application package, please visit: 
   http://www.rdmw.bc.ca/regional-services/regional-economic 

UTILITIES BILLING 2021 
Accompanying this newsletter is your annual utility bill.  
Residents are reminded of the following: 
♦ Avoid in person payments, please use online banking with 

CIBC, CCCU or Scotiabank. E-Transfer to ar@rdmw.bc.ca 
(be sure to phone or send an email with the password). 
Call 250-956-3301 to pay using a credit card. 

♦ When paying your bill, please make sure to reference the 
account number on your invoice. 

♦ Payments in US dollars are accepted at par to Canadian 
dollars 

♦ Our mailing information comes from BC Assessment. If we 
did not send your invoice to your current address, you 
need to update your info. Please go to  
https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/address_change_form.asp 

♦ Outstanding amounts as of Dec 31, 2021 are transferred 
over to your Rural Property account with the Province of BC. 

*If you have questions or concerns regarding your invoices 
or would like to receive your invoice via email, please email 
ar@rdmw.bc.ca. Please include your name and folio 
number along with the email address you would like to 
have on file.  

APRIL 2021 

Director’s Message 
I was very pleased to see that Woss was chosen as a 
location for one of Island Health’s first ‘whole of 
community vaccination sites. Thanks to all the community 
volunteers who helped make this event a success despite 
the short notice and to all those who managed to get 
vaccinated; stay tuned to find out when you will be able to 
get your booster shot or first shot if you missed the Woss 
event. In the meantime, stay vigilant in following 
continued protocols so that continued progress can be 
made to put COVID behind us. When that day comes, I look 
forward to attending Woss community meetings in person.   

– Rod Sherrell, Area ‘D’ Director 
CONTINUED COVID19 IMPACT ON WOSS SERVICES 

Over the last year, the RDMW focused on providing essential 
services like sewer, water, solid waste and emergency services 
without interruption. Other services such as community 
recreation operated on a month-to-month basis, depending on 
applicable COVID guidelines. Similarly, many special projects 
continued sporadically. The recent arrival of widespread 
vaccination events on the North Island offers some hope of a 
return to normal but continued vigilance will be required to 
ensure that this happens. Regular updates about Woss services 
will be posted at rdmw.bc.ca . 
 

EMERGENCY PLANNING 
Now more than ever before, Emergency Social Service (ESS) 
Volunteers are needed in Woss & all North Island communities.  
To find out more or to volunteer, please call REPC Coordinator 
Cathy Denham @250-230-1519. 
 

Woss Transfer Station— Hours: Wed 4-7pm & Sun 12-4pm 

 “ Woss Woss’up” 

https://eforms.bcassessment.ca/address_change_form.asp


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On the Consultation” page, you will find a link to the “Street light 
replacement project customer tool kit” document, which explains 
the LED street light conversion program, with pictures showing 
examples of the different LED street light options.  It provides a 
good start in understanding how the new lights will affect your 
neighborhood. 

Below the link to BC Hydro’s street light tool kit, you will find 
sections for each Regional District community that have links to 
online questionnaires and aerial images that show locations of 
street light locations and their corresponding id#.  Select the 
questionaries for your community and use the imagery to provide 
guidance in filling out the questionnaire.  Those taking the 
questionnaire do not need to answer every question as 
respondents will understandably be only interested in their 
immediate neighborhood.  

WATER & SEWER SERVICE 
With the passing of the 2021 Budget, there have been some 
increases in the local service fees that property owners in Woss 
will need to bear. The Woss fees for water and sewer rose by 2.7% 
and 4.6% respectively in relation to the fees paid in 2020.  
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT & RECYCLING NEWS 
Despite the seeing the light at the end of the tunnel regarding the 
pandemic, the Regional District must continue to maintain its 
vigilance when delivering garbage and recycling services.  It is very 
much appreciated how North Islanders through out the pandemic 
have maintained their customary diligence in how they sort their 
recyclables.  Your efforts are the reason our communities have 
some of the lowest contamination rates for recycling for all of 
British Columbia. 
The Regional District completed its goal in 2020 for submitting an 
updated Regional Solid Waste Management Plan (RSWMP) and is 
currently waiting for the Minister of Environment to sign it for 
Provincial approval.  For those interested in solid waste and 
environmental issues, the proposed Interim RSWMP is a very 
exciting document with a collection of targets that will protect the 
environment and future generations for decades to come.  If you 
want to check out the plan, go to: 

http://www.rdmw.bc.ca/regional-services/solid-waste/. 
While the Regional District awaits the approval of the plan, we will 
be pushing ourselves to improve diversion opportunities and 
develop environmentally positive initiatives while trying to 
minimize the cost for residents and businesses of the North Island. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Woss Volunteer Fire Department— 
Recruits Wanted! 

FIRE PROTECTION 
Woss’ Fire and Rescue Service got a new recruit recently who, 
once kitted out, will be quite handsome. Oh yeah, it has four tires 
and no legs. The department recently applied for and received 
funding to replace it’s old suburban from the early 1990’s which 
has provided faithful service helping save the lives of accident 
victims along the highway and logging roads. The 2016 F-250 4x4 
will be kitted out with a canopy and rescue lighting/siren making 
it the perfect partner for Woss’ rescue truck heading out to save 
those in distress. It will also have a bed liner compartment system 
so that rescuers can quickly access emergency equipment. The 
total value of this grant is just under $40,000. Credit goes to Chief 
Brock Soderman for quickly putting the number together 
considering the proposal had to be assembled in only one week. 
A speedy response is an important in proposal writing as it is in 
rescue operations it would seem.  
  
2021 will be an important year for the Woss Fire Department as it 
will need a significant increase of its funding if its members are to 
be properly trained and equipped for the years ahead. The RDMW 
and the department hope to persuade the Fire Underwriters 
Survey (FUS) to approve the fire truck’s service life till 2030. This 
extra service life is critical as the community needs to build up its 
reserves for the current truck’s replacement. The capital reserve 
is just over $20,000 and it is projected that a pumper with no 
customization will cost about $570,000 in 2030. 
 
HOUSING: 
The Regional District of Mount Waddington and its municipal 
partners, the District of Port Hardy, the Town of Port McNeill, the 
Village of Alert Bay, and the Village of Port Alice, have engaged in 
a project to complete a joint regional housing needs report that 
has now been completed and is available at rdmw.bc.ca. A 
community presentation will be done after consultation with the 
Woss Residents Association [Advisory Committee] as per COVID 
restrictions. 
 
As always, the department is looking for recruits of all ages and 
sizes, so if you are interested, approach Chief Soderman. 

 

Electoral Area D Director 
Rod Sherrell  

(250)-956-4763 

Volunteer Fire Department: 
Chief Brock Soderman 

(250)-281-3455 

Water & Sewer Services 
Karl Sinclair 

(250)-230-2601 

Planning & Development Services 
Jeff Long 

(250)-956-3301 

Operations Manager  
Patrick Donaghy 
(250)-230-1505 

HERITAGE PROJECT: 113 HERITAGE PARK 
Western Forest Products and Westcan Rail recently moved a 
second locomotive to the Heritage Park and this unit will be joined 
shortly by a heritage log car and caboose. The Regional District 
has received funding from the Province to construct a viewing 
platform, similar to the one at the 113, and to develop several 
information signs featuring the park. The Provincial grant will also 
provide funding to upgrade the community trail running from the 
vehicle charging station at the top of the park and to construct a 
trail extension to run through the park, terminating at the 113 
engine. This work is expected to be completed by the fall. 
Westcan Rail has also donated a number of vintage rail samples, 
several of which date from the late 1800’s, which will be placed 
at the park to further enhance the heritage experience. 
 
FOREST ACADEMY 
The Fundamentals of Forestry program is underway again at the 
Woss Lake School, with 12 students registered for 12 weeks of 
training. Vancouver Island University has set up the classroom in 
the school’s gymnasium in order to maintain distancing protocols 
and the students have been provided with masks and sanitizing 
supplies to prevent the spread of COVID-19 infection. Vancouver 
Island Training and Attraction Society has taken a long-term lease 
on one of the School District’s recently renovated housing units 
to provide accommodation for two of the students and has 
funded renovation of the old library building as a second housing 
option. When these units are not needed for the Fundamentals of 
program, they may be available for short-term rentals to other 
Woss visitors, with rental revenue shared with the WRA. We 
expect that the training program will be offered twice a year on 
an ongoing basis and will become an important part of the 
community. 
 
STREETLIGHTS 
In June/July of 2021, BC Hydro is tentatively planning on 
converting all existing streetlights with Light Emitting Diode (LED) 
streetlights.  The conversion is intended to save electricity and 
reduce maintenance costs due to the superior qualities of the LED 
lights.  Using this rare opportunity of having all streetlights 
replaced at one time, the Regional District of Mount Waddington 
(RDMW) is conducting a consultation project to determine what 
the residents of Coal Harbour desire from their streetlights at the 
end of the conversion. 

Residents are requested to go to the Regional District’s web page 
www.rdmw.bc.ca and select the Street Light Consultation under 
the “Community News” section.  
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